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Declining	Power	in	an	Increasingly	Complex	World:	Global	
Warming,	Disease,	and	the	Limits	of	American	Power	

	
I. Boo:	October	Surprises	for	Halloween	Day	

	
II. Edging	Toward	A	Post-Westphalian	World?	Or	Not?	Brexit,	

ISIS,	TPP,	etc.	
	
A. The	Dialectic	of	Opening	and	Closing	at	the	Level	of	Social	
Order	
	

B. The	Dialectic	of	the	Universal	and	Particular	in	Social	
Relations,	Especially	in	Light	of	Uneven	and	Accelerated	
Modernization	(see	further	B	Barber	Jihad	vs.	McWorld)	

	
III. The	Nature	and	Limits	of	American	Power	on	the	Global	Stage	

in	the	Midst	of	the	“Rise	of	the	Rest”	
	
IV. Should	we	Lament	or	Celebrate	the	Relative	Erosion	of	

American	Power	for	Unilateral	Action?	A	Little	Reflection	on	
the	‘Obama	Doctrine’	

	
V. The	Pivot	to	the	Transnational:	Five	Examples	

	
A. Economic	Globalization	
B. Climate	Change	
C. 	Terrorism	
D. 	Pandemics	
E. 	Cybercrime	
	

VI. Paths	to	Building	Post-National	Political	Agency	in	a	World	of	
Highly	Mobile,	Transnational	Threats	


